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February 2, 2021

The Honourable Doug Ford

Premier of Ontario

Room 281, Legislative Building, Queen's Park
Toronto, ON, M7A 1A1

RE: Chamber Network calls for coordinated approach to reopening Ontario’s economy

Dear Premier Ford,

Thank you for your continued leadership during the COVID-19 pandemic. As the situation evolves,
the Ontario Chamber of Commerce (OCC) is receiving concerns from the business community and
communicating them to all levels of government.

In the middle of a once-in-a-century pandemic, it is difficult to think beyond confronting the
immediate demands of COVID-19. Vaccine deployment and distribution are certainly top of mind
for all Canadians. However, even as we continue supporting each other today, we must also begin
looking over the horizon to ensure businesses are prepared for the province’s reopening and
recovery. It is never too early to start planning how our province and economy can emerge stronger
while doing everything necessary to avoid further lockdowns.

While we recognize that the Chief Medical Officer of Health has stated that virus rates must fall
below 1000 daily cases for the province to consider reopening, it will be important for the business
community to be ready when the time comes.

Each region’s experience differs significantly across the province when it comes to transmission
rates, tracking and tracing capacity, and other variables. However, when the time comes businesses
of all sizes need a predictable and coordinated effort to ensure society reopens in a harmonized
fashion that prioritizes individual safety as well as economic stability. There are several critical
elements:

e A readiness plan with a focus on sectors and regions hardest hit. It is critical that
Ontario’s employers are aware of how reopening will take place step-by-step so they can
properly prepare.

e Advanced notice. Businesses and their employees need sufficient time to prepare to get
back to work.

e Clear guidelines. Businesses need to clearly understand the rules and how they will be
enforced. Inconsistent and unclear public health guidelines cause confusion among
businesses, employees, and consumers alike, and make it difficult for individuals to take
appropriate action to protect themselves and their communities.

e Fulsome communication. Educational training via virtual workshops in advance of
reopening would equip employers with practical information to help them keep staff and
customers safe.
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e Workforce management systems. Employers in Ontario should adopt a scalable digital
software tool for routine self-screening and assessment by employees, as part of a
comprehensive workforce management system.

e Rapid testing. Sufficient and timely testing and tracing gets employees back to work
quickly, ensuring continued productivity and reduced strain on families.

e Evidence-based decision making. A strong testing and tracing apparatus ensures the
province can accurately assess where and how the virus is spreading, so that efforts to target
restrictions can be confidently based on solid data.

e Continued supports for those who need it most. Finally, continued timely and accessible
supports for business will prevent further layoffs, closures, and bankruptcies.

e Leveraging private sector to support vaccine distribution and deployment. Businesses
will be critical in supporting public awareness, logistical capabilities, and best practices.

We deeply appreciate your government’s efforts thus far to collaborate with stakeholders and other
governments on many of these elements, and we appreciate your ongoing work to advance a safe
and efficient reopening of the province.

As the government explores options to safely re-open the economys, it is worth noting that
businesses already adhere to a number of existing health and safety protocols and will do their part
to support a safe re-opening. The business community will continue to prove their commitment to
safety protocols to protect their worker and customers to keep their doors open.

Public health and safety are priorities for all Ontario businesses. We will continue to monitor and
assess new developments pertaining to COVID-19 closely and work with our members, partners,
and government to support Ontario business.

Sincerely,

Rocco Rossi
President and CEO
Ontario Chamber of Commerce



Amy Kirkland

Excecutive Director

1000 Istands Gananogue Chamber of
Commerce

James Tominson

Vice President

Alexandria and District Chamber of
Commerce

Nika Laurin
President
Ambersthurg Chamber of Commerce

Tom Gorecki
Chamber President
Arthur & District Chantber of Commerce

Sandra Ferri
President and CEO
Auwurora Chamber of Commerce

Jamie Chapman
President
Aylmer & Area Chamber of Commerce

Garnet Young
President
Blind River Chamber of Commerce

Tricia Barrett-Butler
Chief Administrative Officer
Bradford Board Of Trade

Todd Letts
Chief Executive Officer
Brampton Board of Trade

Elizabeth Burley
President
Brock Board of Trade

Keeley Patterson

President

Brockuille and District Chamber of
Commerce

Carla Nell
President & CEO
Burlington Chamber of Commerce

Anthony Caputo
President
Caledon Chamber of Commerce

Barbara A. Martindale
Executive Director
Caledonia Regional Chamber of Commerce

Greg Durocher
President/ CEO
Cambridge Chamber of Commerce

Jackie Kavanagh

General Manager

Carleton Place & District Chamber of
Commerce

Sally Litchfield
General Manager
Centre Wellington Chamber of Commerce
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David Prang
CEO
Chamber of Commerce Brantford-Brant

Gail Hundt
President & CEO
Chatham-Kent Chamber of Commerce

Sheila Hall
Executive Director

Clarington Board of Trade

Kelly Kramer
President
Clearview Chamber of Commerce

Marc Johnson
President
Cochrane Board of Trade

Pam Arnold Playter
President

Cookstown and District Chamber of
Commerce

Jim Norman
President
Delhi & District Chamber of Commerce

Liz Skorski
Chair of the Board of Directors
Dufferin Board of Trade

Donald P Zynomirski
past President
Dunnville Chamber of Commerce
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Matteo Patricelli
Excecutive Director
Flamborough Chamber of Commerce

Heather Johnson
Excecutive Director
Fort Erances Chamber of Commerce

Jennifer Anderson
Excecutive Director
Georgina Chamber of Commerce

Eric Konrad Pietsch
President
Geraldton District Chamber of Commerce

Eric Daly
President
Gravenburst Chamber of Commerce

Karen Cross
CEO
Greater Kingston Chamber of Commerce

Tan McLean

President/ CEO

Greater Kitchener Waterloo Chamber of
Commerce

Mishka Balsom
CEO
Greater Niagara Chamber of Commerce

Nancy Shaw
CEO
Greater Oshawa Chamber of Commerce

Debbi M. Nicholson
President & CEO
Greater Sudbury Chamber of Commerce

Stewart Halliday
President
Grey Highlands Chamber of Commerce

Rebecca Shelley

Executive Director

Grimsby & District Chamber of
Commerce

Shakiba Shayani
President & CEO
Guelph Chamber of Commerce

Amanda Conn
Executive Director
Haliburton Highlands Chamber of

Commerce

Melanie Frazer
Executive Director
Halton Hills Chamber of Commerce

Keanin Loomis
President & CEO
Hamilton Chantber of Commerce

Tammy Affleck
President
Harrow & Colchester Soutlh Chamber of

Commerce

Heather Boa

Operations Manager

Huron Chamber of Commerce - Goderich,
North and Central Huron

Ralph Laviolette
Secretary-treasurer

Huron East Chamber of Commerce,
Seaforth, ON

ontario
chamber of
commerce

2105-180 Dundas Street West
Toronto, ON, M5G17Z8

oce.ca | @OntarioCofC

Stephanie Delaurier
President
Trognois Falls & District Chamber of

Commerce

Sherry Boyce-Found

General Manager

Kawartha Chamber of Commerce &
Tonrism

Andrew Scribilo
President
Kenora & District Chamber of Commerce

Ashley Richards

Executive Director

Kincardine & District Chamber of
Commerce

Angelo Santorelli
President
King Chamber of Commerce

Wendy Parsons

General Manager

Leamington District Chamber of
Commerce

Colleen Collins
Executive Director
Lindsay + District Chamber of Commerce

Gerry Macartney
CEO
London Chamtber of Commerce

Amber Weima
President
Mapleton Chamber of Commerce



Nicole Wise
President
Mildmay Chanber of Commerce

Scott McCammon
President & CEO
Milton Chamber of Commerce

David Wojcik
President & CEO
Mississanga Board of Trade

Krista Blenkhorn
President
Mount Forest Chamber of Commerce

Spencer Morland
President
Muskoka Lakes Chanber of Commerce

Ken Shurtliffe

President

Napanee and District Chamber of
Commerce

John D'Amico
Chairman
Niagara Board of Trade &

Commerce

Peter Chirico

President @ CEO

North Bay & District Chamber of
Commerce

Sharon DArcey
General Manager
North Pertly Chamber of Commerce

Kevin Ward
President & CEO
Northumberland Central Chamber of

Commerce

Drew Redden
President & CEO
Oakville Chamber of Commerce

Allan Lafontaine
Executive Director
Orillia District Chamber of Commerce

Nadia Fitzgerald
Executive Director

Oro-Medonte Chamber of Commerce

Sueling Ching
President & CEO
Ottawa Board of Trade

Diane Austin

CEO

Owen Sound & District Chamber of
Commerce

Jennifer Christie
President
FPaisley & District Chamber of Commerce

Pamela deVries
Advocacy Chair, Director
Paris & District Chamber of Commerce

Susan Motrton
President
Paris & District Chamber of Commerce

Amber M. Hall
Excecutive Director
Perth & District Chamber of Commerce
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Brenda Whitehead

Chief Executive Officer

Port Hope and District Chamber of
Commerce

Suzanne Andrews
CEO
Quinte West Chamber of Commerce

Rod Johnson
Chair of Board
Richmond Hill Board of Trade

Allan Calvert
CEO
Sarnia Lambton Chamber of Commerce

Rory Ring
CEO
Sanlt Ste. Marie Chamber of Commerce

Sue Downs

President

Simeoe and District Chamber of
Commerce

Geraldine Fitzsimmons
General Manager
South Dundas Chamber of Commerce

Kim Robinson
Office Administrator
South Huron Chantber of Commerce

Carol Delorme
President
Soutly Stormont Chamber of Commerce

Patti Hall
Excecutive Director
Stoney Creek Chanmber of Commerce



Kathy Manness

CEO

Strathroy and District Chamber of
Commerce

Jason Chenard
President
Sudbury East Chamber of Commerce

Paul Markle
Excecutive Director
The Greater Barrie Chamber of Commerce

Marc Raymond

President

The Kapuskasing & District Chamber of
Commerce

Keitha Robson
Chief Administrative Officer

Timmins Chamber of Commerce

Charla Robinson
President
Thunder Bay Chamber of Commerce

Suzanne Renken

CEO

Tillsonburg District Chamber of
Commerce

Kent Wilkens
President
Tobermory Chamber of Commerce

Jan De Silva
President & CEO
Toronto Region Board of Trade

William Austin
President

Tweed and Area Chamber of Commerce

Lorraine MacKenzie

Executive Director

Upper Ottawa Valley Chamber of
Commerce

Colleen Bannerman
President
Wasaga Beach Chamber of Commerce

Rebecca Foisy
Executive Director
West Nipissing Chamber of Commerce

Natalie Prychitko
CEO
Whithy Chanber of Commerce

Rakesh Naidu

President & CEO

Windsor-Essex Regional Chamber of
Commerce

Kim Whitehead
General Manager
Woodstock District Chamber of Commerce
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